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Synopsis of project (background/research question/methods to be used/relevant key references):

Colorectal cancer is the 3rd most common cancer in the United Kingdom, and currently accounts for the second highest cancer mortality. Over the last few decades, decision making in colorectal cancer management has evolved from individual surgeons and oncologists, to Multi-Disciplinary evaluation, assessment and treatment planning. The introduction of multidisciplinary teams has been based upon the rationale that as the management of different diseases becomes more complex, it is important to involve the various key professional groups in clinical decision-making for individual patients. However despite their widespread use, there is little in the way of reliable evidence for the effectiveness of the multidisciplinary approach. To demonstrate this, it is important to measure the quality of the MDT meeting. 
Our group has already conducted preliminary work in this field including setting up the project for the BSc student. We have developed and validated an assessment tool for use in colorectal cancer MDTs to capture the quality of information and contributions of clinicians on a measurable scale. Live observations have been carried out using this tool demonstrating its feasibility, reliability and validity. However live observations with an observer present in the actual MDTs can be time-consuming, expensive and difficult to implement across the NHS. In contrast, a video-based assessment which can be conducted anytime at any place is a more viable option. However it must first be established whether video assessments of MDTs are as accurate as live assessments. This has never been done before making this project truly innovative. 

Aims 

This project aims to determine whether video assessments of MDTs are as accurate as live assessments in terms of reliability, validity and observer agreement. 
Methods
Study Design: Cross-sectional study

Participants and Procedure; 200 cases from colorectal MDTs will be observed live by the BSc student who will assess each case discussion using the structured assessment tool (after training on how to do so). This will involve observing approximately 8 MDTs which will take place in the first month of the project. Each MDT will also be video-recorded and rated by the student and his/her supervisor retrospectively (month 2). In the final month of the project, the student will have time to analyse the data using SPSS (training on how to do so will be provided) and write up his/her dissertation. This project will also lead to an academic publication for which the student will be a co-author. The student will also be encouraged and supported in submitting this work for presentation by him/her at a recognised conference
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